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November 12-13, 1942, saw strong Japanese attempts to get troops to beleaguered
“Guadalcanal. They were convinced that the key to the whole campaign was to capture the air
strip on the island.

To accomplish this the Japanese dispatched 11 large transports, escorted by 11 destroyers.
This group was joined by a supporting force of 14 destroyers , a light cruiser, and the battle-
ships Hiei and Kirishima. When this raiding force was discovered at noon of the 12th, it was
still 300 miles north of Guadalcanal. This gave the American forces time to move a large troop
convoy to relative safety, and to assemble a force to repel the Japanese attack.

Shortly after midnight, eight American destroyers and five cruisers entered the channel, and
proceeded west along the coast of Guadalcanal. Among the destroyer force was the U.S.S.
Fletcher. Although greatly outnumbered, the American force had the advantage of being
equipped with radar, and also, the Japanese ships had been armed with bombardment ammu-
nition, rather than armor piercing. ]

These two groups closed on each other at better than 40 knots, and even though the
Helena's radar picked up the enemy at 27,000 yards, the lead destroyer, Cushing, had to turn
hard to port to avoid collision with the head of the enemy column. This sudden meeting threw
each fleet into confusion, and there was no hope of a coordinated attack. Ships fired at ran-
dom, and in many cases at their own ships. In the general melee, which lasted 24 minutes,
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both sides suffered severe losses.Before 2:15 a.m. the Japanese fleet was retiring in disor-

“der. The battleship Hiei was hit more than fifty imes and was out of action, several othér units

were severely damaged, and one destroyer was sunk. The Hiei lasted until the following
evening, when she was finally sunk by American planes and torpedoes. Three hundred of her
seaman were lost.

The American fleet fared far worse. Four destroyers, the Laffey, Barton, Cushing and
Monssen were sunk. The Atlanta was damaged beyond salvage and was scuttled. Of the
remaining ships, only the FLETCHER had come through unscathed. As the remnants of the
fleet were returning to base, a Japanese submarine sent a torpedo into the already weakened
cruiser JUNEAU, which broke in half and sank in less than a minute. Only ten of her crew of
700 were rescued.

Although the American force was terribly battered, it had repulsed the attempted reinforce-
ment of the island, and reduced the Japanese Imperial Navy by some 34,530 tons.

The U.S.S. Fletcher survived the war and was converted into a Destroyer Escort in 1948.
Her overall length is 376 feet, six inches, her beam, 39 feet, and her displacement is 2,050
tons. The armament of the ship has varied from time to time, and at one time her second for-
ward gun was replaced by rocket launchers. Her keel was laid in October of 1941, and she
was completed late in 1942. She remains one of the real veterans of the South Pacific.

m U.S.S. FLETCHER

READ THIS BEFORE YOU BEGIN
Study the assembly drawings.
Each plastic part is identified by a number.

Check the fit of each piece before cementing in place.

* Do not use too much cement to join parts.

= Use only cement for polystyrene plastic.

e Model may be painted to match photos on box.

= Allow paint to dry thoroughly before handling parts.

» Scrape paint from areas to be cemented.

e For better paint and decal adhesion, wash the plastic

arts in a mild detergent solution. Rinse and let air dry.

LISEZ CE QUI SUIT AVANT DE COMMENCER
LE MONTAGE
o Etudier les schémas d'assemblage.

= Chaque piéce plastique porte un numéro d'identificaion.

Chaque pi&ce plastique porte un numéro d'identificaion.

Contréler que piéce soit bien conforme avant de la
coller a sa place.

N'utilisez pas trop de colle pour réunir les pigces.
Utilisez uniquement une colle spéciale pour
polystyrene.

Le modele peut etre peint conformement aux photos
sur la boite.

Laissez sécher la peinture compl‘tement, avant de
manipuler les piéces.

Grattez la peinture sur les surfaces devant étre collées.

Pour assurer la meilleure adhésion possible de la
peinture et des décalcomanies, laver les pieces de
plastique avec une légére solution savonneuse.
Rinser et laisser secher a'laire

NEGRO
FLAT BLACK NOIR TERNE
OPTIONAL PARTS APAGADO
PIECES EN OPTION
PIEZAS OPCIONALES FLAT GRAY GRIS GRIS
FLAT RED ROJO ROUGE

LEA ESTO ANTES DE EMPEZAR

Estudie los dibujos de ensamblaje.

Cada pleza de pléastico se identifica por un nimero.
Verifique que cada pieza encaje bien antes de pegar en
posicién.

No use demasiado pegamento para unir las piezas.

Use unicamente pegamento para plastico de poliestirina.
El modelo puede pintarse de acuerdo con las fotografias
de la caja.

Permita que se seque la pintura completamente antes
de t ocar las piezas.

Raspe la pintura de las superficies que seran pegadas.
Para una mejor fijacién de la pintura y de las calcoma
nias, lavense las piexas plasticas en una solucion de
deter gente suave. Enjudguense y déjense secar al aire.

DECAL (DIP IN WATER)
DECALCOMANIE (A PLONGER DANS L’EAU)
DECALCOMANIA (MOJE CON AGUA)
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Revell Model Kits has put forth every effort
to create and manufacture the finest model
kit available. If a part may be missing,
please write to:
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Be sure to include the kit number, part num-
ber, description, and your return address.

If you have any problems building this
model, call our modeling tips hotline at:

(800) 833-3570
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ADD RIGGING TO YOUR MODEL )
AS SHOWN ON BOX COVER. &@
MOISTEN AND ATTACH B

FLAGS TO THE RIGGING.
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FLAT-GRAY DECAL APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

1.) Wash plastic parts in mild detergent solution.
Rinse and let dry.

2.) Cut desired decal from sheet.

3.) Dip decal in water for a few seconds.

4.) Place wet decal on paper towel.

5.) Wait until decal is movable on paper backing.

6.) Place decal in position on model, face up and slide
backing away.

7.) Press out air bubbles with a soft damp cloth.

8.) Milkiness that may appear is for better decal adhesion
and will dry clear. Wipe away any excess adhesive.

9.) Do not touch decal until fully dry.

DECALS

2445 @
\A

SMALLEY
STODDARD

DD-445..r......FLETCHER  DD-530 covree. TRATHEN ~ DD-567...

DD-446 .....c.... RADFORD ~ DD-531.......HAZELWOOD ~ DD-568.... DDE7T e S
=e-qtns DD-672.crrvrorroe HEALY
g e DD-673..vvr o HICKOX
g DD-674 cororrrr e HUNT
DD-572 DD-649...ALBERTW,GRANT  DD"875.-~--LEWIS HAFICOCK
DD-573 DD-650..........CAPERTON DD 676 wee.

DD-574 DD-651

DD-575 DD-652

DD-576 DD-653

DD-577 ... DD-654

DD-578 DD-655

DD-580 DD-656...VAN VALKENBURGH

DD-581 DD-657...CHARLES J. BADGER

DD-582 DD-658............ COLAHAN

DD-583... DD-659 ........... DASHIELL

DD-585 ... DD-660............BULLARD
DD-661.crvrrrrrrrrrre
DD-662............
DD-663.... HEYWOOD L. EDWARDS
DD-664......
DD-665 .- rrervrrr
DD-666..rvvorr
DD-667 ..........

‘FLETCHER’ Class (1940-42)
Displacement: 2,050 tons, 3,040f/l

Dimensions:
Machinery: Two shafts, steam turbines, SHP 60,000 e 37kt

369'3 (wl), 376’6 (0a)x39°'8x17'9

Endurance: 6,500/15
Armament: 5x5in/38, 10x40mm AA guns, 10x21in TT
Units marked*: 4x5in/38, 6x3 in./50 guns

Complement: 273

5106R4200




