'SH72058  Bell P-59AIB AIRACOME’

GB ) The Bell P-59 Airacomet was the first ever jet aircraft designed angd built in the USA. Although the XP-59 designator had &
used before (for the cancelled Bell Model 16), it was decided to add to the secrecy of the new jet aircraft by camouflaging its true naic.
As well as the re-use of the designator, the prototype also appeared in public with a false propeller on the nose! As the British were s« :
advanced with jet propulsion, it was decided to share the technology with the USA and the specifications of what became the 1-18
be known as the J31-GE-5) jet engine were passed to the General Electric Company. The General Electric jet engine was assigned
cover designation I-A, in hope that the enemy intelligence might mistake it for a new supercharger. Since the General Electric jet eng
were being designed and built in parallel with the XP-59A, Bell enginéérs had little or no knowledge about performance daia of the
engines, so they adopted a fairly conservative design approach. Within two months after the initial order, Bell engineers had subr
design for a fairly conventional aircraft, with a cantilever, laminar-flow, mid-mounted wing and a fully-retractable tricycle landing gaar
aircraft was fitted with two 1400 Ib. st. General Electric I-A jet engines, one mounted on either side of the fuselage under the wing ro”
The first flight of the XP-59A prototype was at Muroc Dry Lake, California, on 1st October 1942 with Bell's chief test pilot, Robert M 3
at the controls. The first YP-59A reached Muroc in June 1943, and the USAAF ‘gave the aircraft the name "Airacomet”. The YP-5¢
flew in August 1943. The YP-59A had more powerful General Electric I-16 (J31) turbojets. The production P-59A differed very
YP-59A. Only the first twenty of the P-59A order were actually completed as P-59As. The twenty first and remaining twenty-nine
Airacomets of the P-59A order were completed as P-598s. They had the uprated J31-GE-5 jets of the later P-59As, but had internal . -
capacity increased. The last P-59B was delivered in May 1945. Most of the P-59s went to the 412th Fighter Group of the Fourth Alr 7
based at Muroc Dry Lake (later Edwards AFB), where they served in the training role. The P-59 never saw combat and was soon ova-
by the Lockheed P-80 Shooting Star and was eventually phased out of service by 19489, :
Technical Specifications: Span 45ft 6in (13.87m), Length 387t 2in (11.62m), Height 121t (3.66m). Maximum spced was 408mph
(658km/h). Normal Range was 400 miles (644km). Service ceiling was 46,200ft (14082m).Armament was one 37mm M4 cannon &n-
0.5in (12.7mm) machine guns in the nose. .

CZ ) Bell P-59 Airacomet byl prvnim tryskovym letounem navrZenym a postavenym v USA. Ackoliv oznageni prototypu byle
pfedtim pouZito (pro zruSeny projekt Bell Model 18), bylo rozhodnuto z divodu utajeni {oto oznadeni znovu pouzit, aby se tim zataji:
skutecny projekt. Na vefejnosti byl novy letoun prezentovan jako vrtulovy stroj s fale$nou vrtuli instalovanou na pfidi trupu, Protoze
Britové dostali ve vyvoji proudového pohonu daleko pred Americany, bylo rozhodnuto podélit se o novou technologii s USA  tim urye®
vyvoj prvniho amerického tryskového letounu. AmeriGantim byly pfedany podklady pro konstrukci proudoveho motoru, kieré nasiedné
prevzala firma General Electric. Proudovy motor vyvijeny firmou General Electric dostal kryci oznadeni I-A v nadéji, 2e nepratelské
vyzvédné sluzby ho mohou povaZovat za novy turbokompresorovy motor. Piestoze proudové molory vyvijené firmou General Electri-
soub&Zné vyvijeny s drakem prototypu XP-59A, inzenyfi tovarny Bell méli jen velmi omezené informace » tachninkych parametrach -
vykonech nového motoru, takZe do konstrukce draku XP-594 byly prevzaty konzzrvanyn kema T :

objednavky konstruktefi firmy Bell pfediozili navrh zcela korven
zatahovacim podvozkem i eloun byl vybaver dvéma ricéar.
pod kofeny kiidla Prvnai let prototypu XP-584 se uskutein «a ]
Robert M. Stanfey. Prvni pfedsériovy YP-59A dorazil na zakladnu Muro Gl i

zlepSené motory General Electric 1-16 (J31). Od USAAF obdrzely bojevé jméno Airacomet a byly objec

T i . i

stroje P-59A se lisily od YP-59A jen velmi malo. Pouze prvnich dvacet kusd 2 objednanych 100 kust 9:0. vSak skutedné dokondenc -
P-59A. Dalsich 30 Airacometd bylo pak dokongeno jako P-59B. Tyto stroje byly vybaveny motory J31-GE-5se zvyenym vykonem, &

také zv&tenou kapacitu vnitfnich palivovych nadrsi. Zbytek objednavky USAAF stornovalo ve prospéch vyvijenych stinagek dosahu
vy&8ich vykonl (P-80, F-84). VEetns prototypu a pfedsériovych stroji bylo postaveno 66 kusl Airacomets,
Posledni P-598 byl dodan v kvétnu 1945. V&tsina z vyrobenych letounti P-59 byla pfedana 412. stihaci skupin 4. letecké armady se
zékladnoy na Muroc Dry Lake (pozdéji Edwards AFB), kde slouzily v roli cviéného letounu uréeného pro vycvik pilotd tryskovych tetou: -
Letouny P-59 se nikdy nezucastnily bojovych operaci a byly brzy nahrazeny letouny Lockheed P-80 Shooting Star. Z vyzbroje pak b+

definitivné vyfazeny v roce 1949. Technické Gdaje: Rozpéti 13,87 m Délka 11,62 m Vyska 3,86 m Maximalni rychlost 858km/hod
Normaini dolet 644 km Operaéni dostup 14082 m Vzbroj: jeden 37mm kanon M4 and ti kulomety raZe 0.5in (12.7mm) umisténs v -

trupu. . . BB
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