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The Potez 25 was one of the new, mass produced aircraft types which in the post-WW1 era were begining to replace war time
surplus airframes. In 1923, the French military called for a two seat aircraft capable of reconnaissance (A2 role) as well as
bombing missions (B2 role). The Potez 25 design became the winner the competition and eventually the interest among
operators of the type was so great that it remained in production from 1925 until 1934. The Potez 25 was based on previous
designs, the Potez 15 and 24, which had not reach the production but had seen the introduction of some new technical ideas
within their structure later to be used in the Potez 25. One of which and possibly the most important in the design was that the
engine bearer struts were attached to the fuselage by the means of just four bolts which in fact allowed not just for a very rapid
removal of the power unit in case of need but also brought the possibility of coupling the airframe with almost any type of
engine that provided sufficient power. This feature of the Potez 25 may very well be the true reason why so huge a number of
various versions emegred, reportedly up to 87 differing by the engine used. Most of them did not reach the production and
remained just prototypes with just a few of them entering the production and service in the end.

The Potez 25 was a biplane with its lower wing significantly smaller, the airframe was of a mixed construction. It was built not
justin France, but also under licence in Poland, Yugoslavia, Portugal and Rumania. The French military operated the A2/B2
versions which were fitted with a Lorraine power plant and the Farman-engined Potez 25.8 version designed for training
purposes. The major production version was, however, the Potez 25TOE which had been designed for service in overseas
colonies and featured a deeper belly and extra fuel tanks providing for greater range. Atotal of 795 was produced, fitted with a
Lorraine engine. They mostly flew in Africa, Syria and French Indochina, but also saw service with the Aeronavale, erFrench
Naval Aviation. The type remained in active service even during the Second World War, and because-of the defeat'of France,
the type saw service with both sides of the conflict eventually, bearing colours of both the Vichy military and the FAFL.-With the
latter, and in French Indochina as well, the 25TOEs flew in the trainingfolé untit 1945,

Wingspan: 14.06 m, length: 9.14 m, max. speed: 210km/h, range: 765km-ceiling: 6,750 m.
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Potez'25 'se stal jednim z prvnich masové vyrabénych letadel, které po prvni svétové valce zacaly nahrazovat letadla z
vale¢nych prebytkd. Francouzské letectvo vypsalo v roce 1923 soutéZ na dvoumistny typ letounu, ktery by byl schopen
prizkumu (kategorie A2) i bombardovani (kategorie B2). Vitézem soutéZe se stal pravé Potez 25. Zajem o tento typ byl tak
veliky, Ze se letoun Potez 25 vyrabél od roku 1925 az do roku 1934. Vyvinut byl na zakladé starsich typt Potez 15 a24. Ty se
motorového loze k trupu pomoci ¢ty Sroubl. To umoziiovalo nejen snadné sejmuti motoru, ale umozriovalo to snadnou
montaz jakéhokoliv motoru odpovidajiciho vykonu. Snad pravé proto vzniklo az 87 rlznych verzi Potezu 25. VétSina zUstala v
prototypech a sériove byly vyrabény jen nékteré. Jinak byl Potez 25 dvouplodnik s vyrazné mensim spodnim kfidlem smiSené
konstrukce. Potez 25 byl vyrabén licenéné v Polsku, Jugoslavii, Portugalsku a Rumunsku. Pro francouzské letectvo byl
vyrabén s motorem Lorraine ve verzich A2/B2, s motorem Farman ve verzi Potez 25.8 pro cvicné ukoly. Hlavni vyrobni verzi
se stala verze pro sluzbu v koloniich, s hlub&im trupem s dalSimi nadrzemi pro prodlouZeni doletu. Tato verze dostala
oznaceni Potez 25TOE a byla vyrobena ve 795 kusech. Pohanéna byla také motorem Lorraine. Verze TOE slouzila hlavné v
Africe, Syrii a Indociné. Pouzivalo je i francouzské namornictvo. Dockaly se i nasazeni ve druhé svétové valce. Diky porazce
Francie nakonec slouzily na obou stranach fronty, jak v barvach letectva Vichy, tak FAFL. V letectvu FAFL slouzily jako cvi¢né
jeSté vroce 1945. Podobné dlouho byly pouzivany ve Francouzské Indoc&iné.

Rozpéti: 14,06 m, délka: 9,14 m, max. rychlost: 210 km/h, dolet: 765 km, dostup: 6 750 m.
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Potez 25TOE No.2113, White 6, escadrille 1/41, Lai Chau, French Potez 25TOE No.2113, bila 6, escadrille 1/41, Lai Chau, Francouzska

Indochine, March 1942. The crew of pilot S/C Pavageau and gunner Indocina, bfezen 1942. Pilot S/C Pavageau a strelec Lt. Thirion
Lt. Thirion crash landed the machine into the Black River (Song Da). s timto strojem havarovali pfimo do koryta Cerné feky (Song Da).
Both of them survived. Oba havarii prezili.
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Potez 25TOE No. 1489 (V600), White 5, 3¢ escadrille, GB 11/39, at Potez 25TOE No. 1489 (V600), bila 5, 3. escadrille, GB 11/39,

Rayak, French mandate of Lebanon, 1933.
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zakladna Rayak, francouzské mandatni tzemi Libanon, 1933.
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Potez 25TOE No 1618, 3S5.3, escadrille 3S5, zakladna Hyeres,
francouzské namornictvo, zafi 1939. Po vypuknuti druhé svétové
valky byly Potezy této jednotky vyzbrojeny 75 kg bombami.

Potez 25TOE No 1618, 3S5.3, escadrille 3S5, base aérienne Hyeéres,
Aéronautique navale, September 1939. Following the outbreak of
WW?2, the unit's Potez biplanes carried 75kg bombs on their belly

racks.
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The wing anchors (decals 32 and 33)
are not documented in the period photographs.
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Kotvy na kfidlech (obtisky 32 a 33)
nejsou na dobovych fotografiich doloZeny.
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Potez 25TOE, 3. escadrille, GB 1/17 Picardie, FAFL, Damascus, 1944. Potez 25TOE, 3. escadrille, GB 1/17 Picardie, FAFL, Damasek, 1944.
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