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Blackburn B.46 Firebrand

The Blackburn Firebrand was originally designed as a
single-engine, single-seat fighter and torpedo bomber to be
operated from aircraft carriers. lts development began as
early as in 1940. The first two versions of the Blackburn 8.37
Firebrand, the F Mk. I and TF Mk. ll, were produced during the
Second World \A/ar with a Napier Saber lll engine. These
engines, however, were primarily designed for the Hawker
Typhoon. Therefore, in October 1 943 it was decided through
speciflcation 8/43 that further versions would be equipped
with the air-cooled two-row Bristol Centaurus Vll radial
engine. Based on this decision, the Blackburn 8.46 Firebrand
TF Mk. lll version was created. The first prototype took off on
21 December 1943. ln total, 27 machineswere produced, the
lastof whichwas made in May 1945.

Another version was the Blackburn B.46 Firebrand TF Mk.
lV equipped with the more powerful Bristol Centaurus Mk. lX
engine with an output of 2520 hp. The flxed armament
mnsisted of four 20 mm Hispano Mk. ll cannons. Under the
aircraft body, a 840 kg torpedo or 907 kg bomb could be
carried. The undenving pylons were able to carry two 454 kg
bombs, 16 unguided 76.2 mm missiles or drop tanks
containing 204-5 l. The first TF. Mk. lV took off on 17 May
1 945. ln total, 1 02 pcs of this version were produced.

The last version was the Blackburn 8.46 Firebrand TF Mk.
5, 68 of which were produced after the war. They differed from
the TF Mk. lV version in particular by the horn balancing of the
horizontal tail surfaces. The aircraft were in service with the
813th and 827th FAA squadrons from October 1947 and
served on the aircraft carriers lllustrious, lmplacable and
Eagle until 1953.

The Blackburn 8.46 Firebrand was unfortunately not a
very successful aircraft and failed to meet the originally
imposed requirements. lts shortcomings included mainly
insufficient visibility from the cabin, unsatisfactory directional
stability during take-off and vulnerability of the rear fuselage
when landing on an aircraft carrier. lt was not deployed in
combat and only the TF.Mk. 5 version was placed into
operational service after the war.

Technical Data.

Wngspan (ft) 72,33
Lenght (ft) 46,42
Height (ft) 17,50
Max. speed (mph) 358
Range (mls) 2800
Ceiling (ft) 26000
The producer acknowledges the co-operation of MARK l.
Ltd. for providing necessary documentation and assistance
during the preparation of this model.

Blackburn 8.46 Firebrand

Blackburn Firebrand byl ptvodn6 navr2en jako
jednomotorov!, jednomistn! stihaci a torpedoW-
bombardovaci letoun pro provoz na letadlov6 lodi. Jeho
u/voj zapodal jiZ v roce 1 940. Prvni dv6 verze Blackburn
8.37 Firebrand F.Mk.l a TF.Mk.llbyly vyrobeny jeste za ll.
sv6tov6 vdlky s motorem Napier Sabre lll. Tyto motory
byly vSak piedev5im urdeny pro letoun Hawker Typhoon.
Proto bylo v iijnu 1943 rozhodnuto specifikaci B/43 o
vybaveni dalSich verzi vzduchem chlazenfm
dvojhv6zdicovlim motorem Bristol Centaurus Vll. Na
zAkladd tohoto rozhodnuti vznikla verze Blackburn 8.46
Firebrand TF Mk.lll.
Prvni prototyp vzlfll2l . prosince 1943. Vzniklo 27 strojt
z nichz posledni byl vyroben v kv6tnu 1 945.

Dalsi verzl byl Blackburn 8.46 Firebrand Mk.lV
osazeny silnejslm motorem Bristol Centaurus Mk.lX o
u.ikonu 2520 hp. Stleleckou uj'zbroj tvoiily dtyii 20 mm
kanOny Hispano M k I I Pod trupem mohla bli,t neseno 840
kg torpedo nebo 907 kg bomba. Na podkiidelnich
z6v6snlcich pak dve 454 kg bomby, 1 6 neiizen]ich raket
ft1e 76,2 mm nebo piidavn6 nAdrie 204,5 l. Prvni
TF.Mk.lV vzletl 17. kvetna 1945. Celkem t6to verze bylo
vyrobeno 1 02 ks.

Posledni verzi byl Blackburn 8.46 Firebrand TF Mk.5,
ktere byly vyrobeny yiZ po v6lce v podtu 68 strojt. Od
verze TF Mk.lV se zejmena odlisovaly rohovym
vyv62enim vodorovnych ocasnich ploch. Letouny byly od
iijna 1947 ve vlzbroji 813. a 827. perute FAAa slouZily na
letadlou/ch lodi lllustrious, lrnplacable a Eagle do roku
1 953.

Blackburn 8.46 Firebrand nebyl bohuZel piili5
[sp65n!m letounem a ncsplnil piedpoklady, ktere na
neho byly puvodne kladeny. Z nedostalku to byl
piedevsim nedostateeny vyhlcd z kabiny, nevyhovulici
smerova stabilita pli vzletu a zrarritelnost zadni d6sti
trupu pii dosednuti na palubu letadlov6 lodi. Do
v6le6nfch bojfr ji2 nezasdhl a do operaanl slu2by po
v{lcebylazahzena a2 verze TF Mk.5

Technick6 data:

D6lka (m) 11,8'l
Rozpdti (m) 15,63
Vf5ka (m) 4,04
Max. rychlost (km/hod) 550
Dolet (km) 1200
Dostup (m) 10370
Vfrobce d6kuje firm6 MARK l. s.r.o. za poskytnuti
potfebnych podkladu a pomoc pii piiprav6 tohoto
modelu
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Model Gunze
Master Sangyo

2056 H57tmavd biidlicova Seda
Dark Slate Grey
bile
White
iernd
Black
hlinik
Aluminium
barua pneumatik
Tyre
vyfuky
Exhast Tubs
svdtla zemita 119
Light Eafth
zvlaStd tmavd moiska Sedd Zt
Extra Dark Sea
tmavd zelen1 116
Dark Green
barua zbranf 53
Gun Metal
nebesky modra typ S 90

Sky type S
cviina ilutd 24
Trainer Yellow
barva krtie 62
Leather

zinkchromatovd
Zink Chromat
svdtla ied6
Light Grey
interierovd zelend
interior Green
iervend
Red
signdlni ieruend
Signal Red
signdlnf zelend
Signal Green
signdlniZlut6t
SignalYellow
obtisky
Decals

140

63

129

7B

19

174

208

69

Seda
Grey
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