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The Supermarine Spitfire is so iconic, that virtually everyone can recognize it. The service of this
elegant fighter spanned remarkable 13 years. It entered the service at the end of biplane era

and remained on frontline duty until the jet age.

By the early 30s the RAF was looking for replacement of its ageing
Hawker Fury biplane fighters. The need of considerably faster
aircraft was obvious, as the racing monoplane floatplanes of
that time reached about twice the speed of the Fury. One of the
most successful designers of the racing floatplanes was Reginald
J. Mitchell. His Supermarine S.6B raised the world speed record to
407 mph (655 km/h) on 20 September 1931 and British Air Ministry,
under influence of such achievement, issued the specification F.7/30
in October 1931. Although it called for modern pursuit airplane ca-
pable of at least 250 mph (400 km/h), seven out of eight entries were
biplanes. The only monoplane proposal was Mitchel’s Supermari-
ne 224, but the design with a gull wing, fixed undercarriage and
Rolls-Royce Goshawk engine was a disappointment because of the
lack of speed and poor rate of climb. After that the RAF chose the
Gloster Gladiator biplane as the winner.

Early work

The fiasco with Type 224 did not prevent Mitchell from further
work. He persuaded the Supermarine company to fund the work
on completely new design Type 300 using brand new Rolls-Royce
PV12 engine, later known as the Merlin. The Air Ministry expressed
interest and issued specification F.37/34 on 28 December 1934 to
fund the prototype armed with four wing mounted guns. But by early
April 1935 Mitchell received the detail of specification F10/35, calling
for eight guns. The change was made on cost of bomb provision
removal and reduction of the capacity of the fuel tanks to sixty
-six gallons. The decision caused the so called “short legs” of the
Spitfire, meaning a lack of range and endurance.

The Supermarine Type 300 made its maiden flight on 5 March 1936,
initial contract to produce 310 Spitfires was signed in June 1936
and the first unit to receive the new fighter was No. 19 Squadron
at Duxford in August 1938.

Catching the progress

The development of Spitfire was ongoing process from very early
stage of its service and incorporated many changes. From the early
Mk. I and Mk. II the development was reaching the point, where
a more substantial step was required. The Mk.V was a result, but it
was in fact a Mk.| powered by the more powerful Merlin 45 series
engine. The Mk.V entered the service from early 1941, helping the
RAF to countermeasure development of the Bf 109. But in September
1941, a hitherto unknown German radial engine fighter emerged and
started to rule the European skies. The new Fw 190 was superior to
British fighters, most distressingly to the Spitfire Mk.V. The losses
suffered by the RAF over western Europe rose rapidly and the crisis
was serious enough that the RAF ceased most daytime operations
during November 1941. The next attempt to resume this type of

© Eduard - Model Accessories, s.r.0. 2024

sorties was made in March 1942. But losses remained unacceptably
high, and the RAF was forced to stop offensive operations once
again. All this was due to the supremacy of the Focke-Wulf Fw 190A.
The first RAF response to the new situation was the Spitfire Mk.VIII,
but the design changes were so complex that initiating timely
production was not possible. In June 1942, a German pilot landed
by mistake on a British airfield delivering a completely intact
Fw 190A fighter into RAF hands. Comparative trials between the
Focke-Wulf and Spitfire MkV began almost immediately and
confirmed the situation over the front - the chance of a Spitfire
MK.V to survive an encounter with the Fw 190s was rather poor. The
only British fighter aircraft deemed suitable to oppose the German
opponent were the Spitfires MkVIl and Mk. VIII powered by the
Merlin 61 engine. But as these marks required some time to get
into production, another way of getting a powerful fighter as quickly
as possible was sought. And it was found in mating the two-stage
supercharger Merlin 61 with the fuselage of the Spitfire Mk.Vc.

Saviour

Two MkVc airframes, AB196 and AB197, were selected for the
conversion and their fuselage was strengthened with modified
longerons to accommodate the more powerful and heavier engine.
The first example was finished on February 26 and the second on
March 27,1942. Flight trials were successful and the order for series
production was issued almost immediately. Series production began
in June 1942 and the first Mk.IXs found their way to No. 64 Squadron
in July. Performance improved significantly in comparison to the
MK.V. The top speed of 409 mph (658 km/h) at 28,000 feet (8530 m)
was higher by 40 mph (64,4 km/h), and the service ceiling rose from
36,200 ft (11,033 m) to 43,000 ft (13,106 m).

With the Mk.IX the RAF finally got a fighter capable to oppose the
Fw 190A. Three main variants of the Mk.IX were produced. The
F Mk.IX was powered by the Merlin 61 and was the only version on
the assembly line in early 1943. The next was the LF Mk.IX powe-
red by the Merlin 66. This engine was designed to do its best at
low-to-medium attitude. The third version, manufactured along with
the LF, was the high-altitude HF Mk.IX with the Merlin 70.

This kit: Spitfire M.IXc late

The Mk.IXc design developed during the production in several areas.
As the “universal” C-type wing was intended to accommodate up to
four 20mm cannons, the large blisters allowing such as installation
were retained. But the four cannons armament proved quite heavy
for Spitfire, so the blisters were narrowed in late series, as the two
cannons were mounted in the inner position of the double cannon
bays. The Merlin 61 engine was replaced by the Merlin 63 unit early
in 1943, giving the Mk.IXc some additional power.
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A ML407, F/0 John A. Houlton, No. 485 (New Zealand) Squadron, RAF Selsey, Great Britain, June 1944

Spitfire serial number ML407 was built at Castle Bromwich as LF Mk.IXc and delivered on April 23, 1944, to No. 33 MU. Six days later ATA pilot Jackie
Moggeridge flew it to No. 485 Sqdn (RNZAF), with which it commenced operational service with the codes OU-V as F/0 Johnnie Houlton's personal aircraft.
The ML407 was reconfigured to the Mk.IXe version while serving with No. 485 Sqdn and Houlton shot down two Bf 109s and damaged one during the June
invasion days. In all, he shot down seven aircraft during his wartime career, two of them shared. The aircraft itself served with six squadrons of 2TAF (Nos.
341,308, 349, 345 and 332 Squadron) during World War Il, flew 176 combat sorties during which it logged 319 hours and the pilots in its cockpit shot down
four aircraft and damaged one. After the end of the war, ML407 had an eventful career. In 1950 it was converted to one of six Type 509 (T Mk.IX) two-seat
trainers for the Irish Air Corps, where it served until July 8, 1960. It was stored in disassembled condition from 1962 to 1968 and sold for use in the film “The
Battle of Britain” (although it did not appear in the film). In August 1979 the aircraft was purchased by Nick Gracee and, after refurbishment, was flown
under the registration G-LFIX on April 16, 1985. After Nick Grace’s untimely death in a car crash in October 1988, ML407 was operated by his wife Carolyn,
who sadly, like her husband, was tragically killed in a car crash in 2022. Today the aircraft is based at Duxford where it still flies in the period colors of

No. 485 Squadron as OU-V.
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B MK392, W/Cdr James E. Johnson, No. 144 Wing, RAF Ford, Great Britain / B.3 Sainte-Croix-sur-Mer,

France, June 1944

When W/Cdr “Johnnie” Johnson returned to combat operations in March 1944, he assumed command of the newly formed Canadian Spitfire No. 144 (RCAF)
Wing (Nos. 441, 442 and 443 Squadron) operating as part of No. 83 Group, 2TAF (Second Tactical Air Force). Its new personal Spitfire was the MK392,
sporting the stylized personal codes JE-J. During the intense air battles of Normandy, No. 144 Wing was one of the best fighter Wings in the 2TAF and
became the first Allied unit to have a permanent base in Europe (from June 12; forward airfield B.3 Sainte-Croix-sur-Mer). However, as part of a unit
reorganization, No. 144 Wing was disbanded in mid-July and Johnson assumed command of No. 127 (RCAF) Wing. With his Spitfire MK392, he increased his
number of kills by a further 12 aircraft, including four Bf 109s and eight Fw 190s, five of which he shot down during the June landings. During the Second
World War, James Edgar “Johnnie” Johnson DSO & Two Bars, DFC & Bar made over 700 operational combat sorties and attacked enemy aircraft
on 57 occasions. He achieved 41 aerial victories, 34 solo and seven shared, three more shared probable, 10 damaged, three shared damaged and one
destroyed on the ground. This score made him the most successful Allied fighter ace against the German Luftwaffe on the Western Front.
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C MJ671, Cne. Michael Boudier, No. 341 Squadron, RAF Selsey, Great Britain, June-July 1944

No. 341 Squadron was under the command of Cne. Michael Boudier as part of No. 145 (Free French) Wing operating with 2TAF from Merson Airfield with
Spitfire Mk.IXc aircraft. With seven kills achieved in the ranks of Nos. 340 and 341 Squadron between 1942 and 1943, Boudier was by then a well-known
fighter ace. Spitfire MJ671, which Boudier flew regularly from February 19, 1944, sported his personal emblem, a drawing of Popeye the Sailor smashing
a swastika with his fist on the left side of the engine cowling. With the MJ671, Boudier participated in all pre-invasion and invasion actions of the Wing. His
fateful day was July 9, 1944, when No. 341 Squadron clashed with Luftwaffe fighters. Boudier, flying a reserve aircraft, shot down a Bf 109 in the ensuing
battle, but the next moment his own aircraft was accidentally shot down by an American P-47 pilot. Boudier was rescued by parachute and, although
wounded in the leg, managed to evade German patrols, and walk 14 kilometers before contacting the Resistance. Three weeks later, however, he was
arrested by the Gestapo in Rouen. He was imprisoned in poor conditions and sentenced to death after three months. However, his resolute and military
attitude impressed the Germans, and he was eventually imprisoned in Germany, where he was liberated on April 29, 1945.
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D ML214, S/Ldr John A. Plagis, No. 126 Squadron, RAF Harrowbeer, Great Britain, June-July 1944

John Agorastos “Johnny” Plagis was the most successful Greek pilot of the Second World War. His greatest successes came during the defense of the
island of Malta in 1942, where he was one of the first Spitfire pilots to take off from HMS Eagle on March 6, 1942. In June he became Squadron Leader
of No. 185 Squadron and scored 12 kills during the fighting over Malta. After returning to Britain and recovering, he became Squadron Leader of No. 64
Squadron in April 1943. In mid-June 1944 he took command of No. 126 Squadron and during the invasion days of July and August he scored his last three
confirmed kills. His personal Spitfire Mk.IXc ML214 5J-K, which he flew with No. 126 Squadron, bore, like his previous Spitfires, his sister Kay’s name under
the front plate, the symbols of kills and the narrow invasion stripes intended for high-altitude fighter aircraft. No. 126 Squadron was formed in Malta
in June 1941 by renumbering No. 46 Squadron. The squadron operated in Malta during the Axis offensives of late 1941 and 1942. In 1943 it continued
to support the invasion of Sicily and for the rest of the year performed defensive duties with the Coastal Air Force. In April 1944 came the move to the UK
where the unit, fully rearmed with Spitfires Mk.IXC, joined the ADGB, where it gradually became part of the wings from Culmhead, Harrowbeer and
Bradwell Bay. In December, No. 126 Squadron moved to Bentwaters, where it became part of the Wing of long-range Mustangs, to which the unit was
subsequently rearmed.
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Spitfire Mk.IXc STENCILING POSITIONS
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