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Horch Corporation, one of the German luxury car makers, was founded
in 1899 by August Horch who later established Audi. Having earmed
fame in endurance races and with its automobiles, Horch was decreed
to serve for military purpose by the Wehmmacht in the 1930's. For Wehr-
macht, which was undergoing rapid mechanization, Horch was an ideal
company for military vehicle production. At this time, Germany was us-
ing various kinds of automobiles based on public car chassis. The con-
solidation plan issued in 1934 obliged makers to standardize their car
production which divided them into three categories: small-size cars
{(up to 1500cc), middle-size cars (up to 3000cc), and large-size cars
(over 3000cc). Horch played a major roll in middle and car
categories. Kfz.15 middle-size car production started in 1937. This vehi-
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cle was equipped with a 4WD 5-gear transmission (4-forward/1-re-
verse), and a 85hp liquid-cooled V8 engine providing a 90kmv/h top
speed. Spare tires mounted on both sides of the car could rotate to
help driving on rough terrain, but they made the cabin narrower, limiting
capacity to 4 people. Later, these spare tires were deleted and capacity
increased to 5 persons. Besides Horch, Kfz.15 were also produced un-
der license by Wanderer and Opel but Horch Kfz.15 designation was
retained by soldiers on the front. Kfz.15 was widely used for communi-
cation, transportation, command, and reconnaissance missions on va-
rious theaters such as the Westem, Balkan, Russian, and North African
Fronts even after the production had ceased in 1943.
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Staff's or commander's vehicle of the HQ of 220th Armored Reconnaissance Detachment,
164th Light Africa division, North Africa 1942
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